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Churchill James Campbell, Class of 1934 
 
Churchill James Campbell, Class of ’34, graduated from the University of California 
(1938) with a degree in Electrical Engineering and a career interest in submarine 
service.  When WW II began, he entered officer’s training school in New London, 
Connecticut and was assigned to the USS Parche.  
On its second war patrol, under command of Lawson “Red” Ramage, the Parche 
levied a lethal, nighttime, surface attack on a Japanese convoy. This was an 
extraordinary feat, given the disarray, darkness, and explosive confusion that both 
befuddled the enemy and provided opportunity for the Parche’s torpedoes.  With 
Campbell on the bridge giving him targets and headings, Ramage launched 20 
torpedoes, sank 4 ships and damaged four others in forty minutes of action.   
For his success, Ramage received the Medal of Honor and Campbell received the 
first of his two Silver Stars.  He received his second such award, following 
promotion to Executive Officer aboard the Parche. During its sixth and final patrol it 
launched an attack on 10 ships and escorts very close to the Japanese coast and 
survived the more than 70 depth charges that followed.   While assigned to the 
Parche, Campbell became a rare member of the Naval Reserve who qualified to 
command a fleet submarine.  This is the achievement of which he is most proud.  
After the war, Churchill became an engineer with Chevron and later ARCO. In 
February 1974 he was appointed ARCO’s Superintendant of Production Services in 
Prudhoe Bay, Alaska, and moved to Anchorage.  On June 17, 1977 the first of 1.7 
million barrels of oil per day was put into Pump Station Number One and oil flowed 
from Prudhoe Bay. Churchill Campbell’s values, expertise and commitment to task 
reflected both his character and his training and are exemplary features of his 
entire professional life.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


