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Louise Lowe Chiu, Class of 1951 
 
Louise Lowe Chiu is the fifth child of Chinese immigrants Harry and Pearl Lowe who came 
to Taft in 1922.  Harry and Pearl understood the importance of higher education, as reflected 
in the academic achievements of all the Lowe children --- Anna, Virginia, Albert, Lawrence, 
Louise, Frances, and Nancy.   
 
Louise graduated from Taft High in 1951, and assisted by a Bank of America scholarship, 
entered UC Berkeley (Pharmacy B.S. 1955).   
She married Thomas Chiu, a medical student at USC, and began her pharmacy career at the 
UCLA Medical Center.  When Tom graduated in 1958, Louise started medical school at 
UCLA, and received her MD in 1962.  Her interest in surgery led her to pursue specialty 
training in Obstetrics and Gynecology.  During these training years, she and Tom had three 
daughters, Elaine, Linda, and Teresa. 
 
Louise started her Obstetrics and Gynecology career with Kaiser Permanente, Los Angeles, 
and later transferred to Sacramento, where Tom continued his Orthopedic Surgery practice. 
Pursuing an interest in Legal Medicine, she enrolled in the McGeorge School of Law and 
received her JD in 1977 while continuing her full-time clinical practice. 
 
After ten years as the Chief of Medical-Legal Affairs at Kaiser Permanente Sacramento, Dr. 
Chiu was promoted to the regional office of Northern California Kaiser Permanente, where 
she became Medical-Legal Director.  As Director, she and her staff developed Kaiser's Risk 
Management program, promoting the program with the medical and hospital staffs across 
northern California. 
 
Louise is a remarkable model for all students who value the opportunity and challenges 
which advanced education can provide.  Balancing career and home; raising children who 
themselves became physicians; seeking to pursue her intellectual curiosities and interests 
in ways that gave her career choices; she is a reminder, always, that energy, commitment 
and talent can combine with education to make for a purposeful, challenging and 
immensely satisfying life.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


