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Richard "Michael" Garratt, Class of 1966 
 

 
Richard Michael Garratt, was born in Taft on January 9, 1948 attended Taft schools 
and graduated with the Class of 1966 as a CSF Seal Bearer. Even though he played 
football, basketball, and track & field, two sports came to the forefront. In football, 
Mike was All League in 1964 and 1965 and the League MVP in 1965. He is a co-
holder for most touchdowns scored in one game, and he holds the records for most 
rushing yards in a game, most rushing yards in a season and most carries in a 
game, the latter a record which he held for 41 years. In track & field, Mike is the Taft 
High School record holder in the shot put with a throw of 62' 6 3/4", set in 1966, and 
he has held this record for the past 44 years. He is a three-time state track meet 
qualifier (sophomore, junior and senior years) and a National Decathlon participant 
in 1965 through 1967. 
 
After graduating from Taft High, he received a full athletic scholarship to UCLA and 
played football lettering in 1967 through 1969 and he was team captain for the 
UCLA Football team 1969. He played tight end and was on the punt return squad. In 
track & field Mike lettered in 1967 in the shot put, the discus and the javelin. He also 
played rugby while at UCLA and lettered in 1969 through 1970. He was a member of 
the All UC Rugby Traveling Squad which competed in New Zealand and Australia in 
1970. Mike Garratt was a player and a co-founder of the Kern County Rugby Club, 
and they were State Champions in 1974. 
 
His professional experiences have included being a teacher, coach, athletic 
director, assistant principal, and principal in California communities such as Taft, 
Fort Bragg, and Bishop from 1973 through 2008. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


