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Stephen "Steve" Hall, Class of 1969 
 
Stephen Hall was born on a U.S. Air Force base in Narsarsuaq, Greenland in 1951, moved to 
Taft at age eight, attended Taft Schools and graduated from Taft Union High School in 1969. 
After graduation, he earned his B.A. at CSU-Fresno.  
 
He became manager of the Tulare Lake Drainage District in 1976 and started developing 
water policies that would carry him to the position as Executive Director of the Land 
Preservation Association in 1985. Four years later, he took a similar responsibility with the 
California Farm Water Coalition, a high-profile job where he quickly made a name for 
himself as a dynamic and powerful public speaker. 
 
In 1990, Steve emerged as a principal player in the so-called "three-way" negotiations 
among urban, agricultural and environmental interests. The endeavor yielded historic 
progress toward resolving a long-running conflict among the three groups and helped 
usher in a new era of collaboration on water.  In 1993, his water industry knowledge and 
negotiating skills, and his remarkable reputation as a public speaker, landed him the job as 
Executive Director of the Association of California Water Agencies.   
 
It was from this position that he was able to accomplish so much toward achieving a safe, 
clean, and reliable water supply for California. Under Hall’s direction, the Association of 
California Water Agencies developed a joint powers authority which allowed members to 
purchase electricity at a discounted price. He also guided the association’s work on special 
district issues, gaining representation for districts on Local Agency Formation 
Commissions, defending local property tax revenues and securing meaningful local 
government reforms. 
 
Much of Steve’s work rarely caught public attention, but his reputation was widespread and 
highly respected by those who struggled over water distribution rights, and his work laid 
the foundation for the legislative remedies and funding that safeguard our water supply 
today. 
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