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Charles Hanna, Class of 1952 

 
Charles "Charlie" Hanna, a scholar athlete, was Student Body President of the 
Class of '52, and was "point guard" on the Wildcat team that won the first Valley 
Basketball Championship in 1952.  His leadership qualities carried on as president 
of both Taft College and his Creighton Medical School class (1961), where he 
earned his medical degree, and upon graduation was awarded the Mosby 
Scholarship Award for his class.  While serving in the U.S. Navy for six years, he 
was one of 10 out of a pool of 300 applicants selected for training as a Flight 
Surgeon.  He accumulated 750 hours flight time (250 in jets), and in 1964 was 
chosen North Island Naval Station Flight Surgeon of the Year. 

 
He also flew with the Coast Guard on many of its airborne rescue missions and 
ultimately received eight commendation awards in recognition of his noteworthy 
rescues both on land and sea. 
 
Few of us are fortunate enough to discover the special work that taps our abilities, 
challenges our leadership potential, and gives us opportunity to serve others.  After 
his discharge from the Navy, Charlie spent the next forty years as a family doctor in 
San Diego, during which time, due to his athletic abilities, he was twice the national 
doubles champion in Racquetball, and the California state singles champion.  He 
ran six marathons including the 1980 Boston Marathon.  Charlie was team 
physician to the NBA San Diego Rockets, and the sports physician to the University 
of San Diego.  He was selected by notable public figures as their personal 
physician and in his practice, Charlie often served three generations of the same 
family.  His commitment to them, his family, and the men who served their country 
was expansive, outstanding and notably memorable. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


