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Dick Henning, Class of 1953 
 

 
Dick Henning graduated from Taft High in 1953 and Taft Junior College in 1955.  At 
age 10, he took boxing lessons from his neighbor Johnnie Foy and participated in 
Golden Gloves in 1954-55; in high school, he swam for Coach Paul Smith and broke 
several long-standing records. He loved drama and appeared in plays for 
community, high school and college theatre. In 1953, he worked a summer in the 
oilfields and that inspired him to enroll at Taft College. While there, he also worked 
as a disc jockey at KTKR, the local radio station.  
 
He went to San Jose State on a boxing scholarship and was also a member of its 
swimming team. For seven years, he taught high school English and public 
speaking, then moved on to Foothill College where he served as a professor, dean, 
and vice-president while earning a doctorate at U.S.C.  In 1968, he created the 
Foothill College Celebrity Forum, a speaker’s series cited as “Best in the Nation.” 
Now retired, he continues to run the Forum, which is in its 43rd year.  Its format, 
which has three audiences totaling 7,200 people for each speaker, has hosted every 
U.S. President since Richard Nixon, famous actors, scientists, historians, CEOs, 
politicians and hundreds of national and world leaders.  
 
Henning’s five college degrees, including a doctorate from USC, carried him 
through life.  He brings humor, insight, knowledge, competitive drive and 
organizational ability to each personal and professional challenge.  He has visited 
58 countries, several for Rotary projects ranging from solar cooking in Rwanda to 
an AIDS Clinic in South Africa.  In 2010, he won Rotary International’s prestigious 
Service Above Self Award, the highest award an individual Rotarian can receive.  
He has won numerous awards and recognition for his volunteerism and 
contributions to his community of Los Altos, California and to Silicon Valley. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


