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Kenneth Kidd, Class of 1959 
 

 Kenneth K. Kidd, Class of ’59, earned hi PhD at the University of Wisconsin (1969).  He is 
now Professor of Genetics, Psychiatry, and Ecology & Evolutionary Biology at Yale 
University School of Medicine. One of the pioneers of human population genetics, he has 
contributed extensively to the construction of the human genetic map.  His laboratory 
studies the genetic variation among almost fifty groups of humans from around the world 
and has made important discoveries about how human evolutionary divergence has led 
geographically separate populations to differ at the level of genome detail.  His work has 
demonstrated that those differences can be used to determine a person’s ancestral group.  
Yet, to his great credit, Professor Kidd has been a leader in proving that the concept of race 
has no scientific or genetic basis. 
He has also examined the involvement of genes in important diseases, like Tourette’s 
syndrome, schizophrenia, and particular cancers, and has made a detailed study of the 
association of specific genes with alcoholism.  After serving on the DNA identification 
advisory groups for the World Trade Center Attack and Katrina, he began forensic research 
in his lab on panels of SNP markers for use in forensics.  His laboratory has developed 
advanced techniques for forensics so that by examining a DNA sequence one is able to 
identify an individual’s ancestral origination, to identify relatives, and to predict what color 
hair, eyes, and skin an individual is likely to have.   
   
He has authored or co-authored over five hundred scientific papers and has trained 
seventeen Ph.D. students as well as many undergraduates and post-doctoral fellows.  
 
His achievements aren’t limited to human genetics; he is the author of Genetics for Iris 
Breeders: Introduction to the Basics and has developed several cultivars of that popular 
flower.  He is a Fellow of the American Association for the Advancement of Science.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


