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Velma Ritter, Class of 1922 
 

 
Velma Ritter was born in Salina, Kansas on August 31, 1904, and grew-up in the 
CCMO camp near Fellows, attending Midway school. She graduated from Taft 
Union High School in 1922.  After graduation from Taft High, she worked for various 
offices in San Francisco. She saved her money, and in 1930 sailed to Hawaii and 
worked for an insurance company. In the mid 1930s, she worked for Douglas 
Aircraft in Shanghai, China and traveled extensively in Europe. By 1938 she was a 
disc jockey, news announcer and newspaper columnist in Manila, Philippines. 
 
When WWII broke out and the Philippines fell to Japan in 1941, she was imprisoned 
with other Americans in the St. Tomas prison in Manila. She was liberated on 
February 3, 1945 by the 1st Cavalry Division.  
 
After a time of recuperation on the Westside, she enrolled at the University of Iowa, 
majoring in orthoptics, a branch of ophthalmology dealing with the problem of the 
eye muscle imbalance.  After graduation she opened an office in Fresno in the mid-
50s and later moved to Palo Alto, California, where she developed her private 
practice and became a lecturer on ocular motility at Stanford University. In the late 
1980s she became a lecturer on the same subject at the University of California 
Medical Center in San Francisco. While teaching at UC San Francisco, she became 
reacquainted with Dr. Leon Goldman, her Taft High classmate, and Dr. Francis 
Sooy, Chancellor of the UC San Francisco Medical School, another graduate of Taft 
High. 
In a life-long sense, Velma Ritter followed a great circle of exploration from Taft’s 
oilfields to the complicated life of a foreign journalist, passing through specialist 
training in and teaching of opthoics before returning home to Taft.  Her life was 
unusually expressive of inquiry, adventure, education and accomplishment. 
 


