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Hazel Hitson Weidman, Class of 1941 
  

Hazel Hitson Weidman pursued a life remarkable in its diversity and enduring contributions 
to American society.  Soon after graduation she joined the WAVES, where she trained Navy 
pilots to fly by instruments and radio navigation in flight simulators, later in actual air-flight.  
NAS pilots taught her to fly their airplanes by “the seat of her pants”.  Further educated in 
celestial navigation, she served at Alameda Naval Air Station; then at Livermore NAS until 
the end of WWII. 
 
Drawing support from the G.I. Bill, she enrolled at Northwestern University, majored in 
anthropology, (Phi Beta Kappa) and chose further study in an emerging field: medical 
anthropology.  Admitted to Harvard/Radcliffe, she pursued family research in Boston; then 
traveled to Southeast Asia (Burma) to produce a doctoral dissertation on a topic related to 
both settings. 
 
Her experiences, published as a chapter, “On Ambivalence and the Field”, in Peggy Golde’s 
(ed) Women in the Field,  is a remarkable exploration of Burmese traditional  culture.  It is, 
equally, a fascinating account of her personal challenges in moving through this extremely 
complicated social dynamic as it worked its effects upon both her research techniques and 
her interpersonal relationships. 
 
Her paper, “Family Patterns and Paranoidal Personality Structure in Boston and Burma”, 
presented to the American Psychiatric Association, led Hazel into a national and 
international career, including consultations with cities, public agencies, states, and 
scholars abroad on issues of culture and health.  She taught at the University of Miami 
School of Medicine, and her organizational efforts in her chosen field led to the creation of 
the Society for Medical Anthropology, now an international organization. 
 
Her professional papers are in Harvard’s Peabody Museum archives.  Her personal and 
family history papers are in the Radcliffe Schlesinger Library on the History of Women in 
America. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


